
 

 

  

 

  

  

MMiiddddllee  aanndd  HHiigghh  SScchhoo
 

 

 

 

            

  

  

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Take plywood, PVC pipe of various sizes, 

threaded rod, a box filled with screws 

and other hardware, an irrigation valve 

cover, piano wire, aluminum paint grid, a 

bicycle inner tube, something called a 

“micro-energy chain system,” an 

assortment of other odds-and-ends, and 

give it all to a team of students with the 

challenge to design and build a 

functioning, competitive robot iinn  ssiixx

sshhoorrtt  wweeeekkss..    

 

WWhhaatt  ddoo  yyoouu  ggeett??  

••  tthhee  eexxcciitteemmeenn

ggaammee  

••  tthhee  ssttrraatteeggyy  oo

••  tthhee  iinntteelllleeccttuu

sscciieennccee  ffaaiirr  

••  tthhee  pprreessssuurree  oo

ssppoorrttiinngg  eevveenn

  

          ……pplluuss  hhuunnddrree

          ffaannss,,  ppeepp  bbaannd

          mmuussiicc,,  ddaanncciinn
 

BBEESSTT  
BBoooossttiinngg  EEnngg

SScciieennccee  aanndd  

 ““TThhee  BBEESSTT  eexxppeerriieennccee  iiss  lliikkee  aann  eedduu

wwhhaatt  hhaappppeennss  dduurriinngg  ssiixx  ww

wwoouulldd  ttaakkee  aann  eennttiirree  yyeeaa
~  Science Teacher, Hoover (AL)

ooooll  RRoobboottiiccss  CCoommppeettiittiioonn  

 

 

Take plywood, PVC pipe of various sizes, 

threaded rod, a box filled with screws 

and other hardware, an irrigation valve 

cover, piano wire, aluminum paint grid, a 

bicycle inner tube, something called a 

ends, and 

give it all to a team of students with the 

ixx  

nntt  ooff  aa  bbaasskkeettbbaallll  

ooff  aa  cchheessss  mmaattcchh  

uaall  cchhaalllleennggee  ooff  aa  

ooff  aa  ccoommppeettiittiivvee  

nntt  

eeddss  ooff  ssccrreeaammiinngg  

ddss,,  cchheeeerrlleeaaddeerrss,,  

nngg,,  aanndd  mmaassccoottss  

ggiinneeeerriinngg,,  

  TTeecchhnnoollooggyy  

uuccaattiioonn  ggrreeeennhhoouussee;;  

wweeeekkss  ooff  ccoommppeettiittiioonn  

aarr  iinn  tthhee  ccllaassssrroooomm.” 
~  Science Teacher, Hoover (AL) 



 

 

OOuurr  CCoorree  OObbjjeecc
• PPrroovviiddee  ssttuuddeennttss  with a real-world engineering 

experience that incorporates the practical 

application of math and science
  

• PPrreeppaarree  ssttuuddeennttss  to be technologically literate and 

thus better prepared to enter the workforce
 

• HHeellpp  ssttuuddeennttss  develop leadership, project 

management, teamwork, and organizational skills
 

• DDeevveelloopp  ssttuuddeennttss’’  confidence and 

through self-directed learning, decision

abstract thinking, and problem-

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our mission – ttoo  eennggaaggee,,  eexxcc

aanndd  iinnssppiirree  ssttuuddeennttss to pursue 

careers in engineering, science, 

and technology through 

participation in a sports-like 

science- and engineering-based 

robotics competition.  

ccttiivveess  
world engineering 

experience that incorporates the practical 

application of math and science 

to be technologically literate and 

thus better prepared to enter the workforce 

develop leadership, project 

management, teamwork, and organizational skills 

confidence and competence 

directed learning, decision-making, 

-solving 

OOuurr  CCoorree  
• Students are the sole participants and 

primary decision-makers, designers, and 

builders 
 

• Any student may participate
  

••  TThhee  pprrooggrraamm  iiss  ffrreeee  tt
  

• Equipment and materials are provided 

at no cost to participating schools
  

••  AAnnyy  sscchhooooll  mmaayy  ppaarrtt

ttyyppee,,  ssiizzee,,  llooccaattiioonn,,  ll

ssoocciiooeeccoonnoommiicc  ssttaattuu

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

cciittee,,  

to pursue 

careers in engineering, science, 

like 

based 

  VVaalluueess  
ents are the sole participants and 

makers, designers, and 

Any student may participate 

ttoo  sscchhoooollss——nnoo  ffeeee  

Equipment and materials are provided 

cost to participating schools 

ttiicciippaattee  rreeggaarrddlleessss  ooff  

llooccaattiioonn,,  oorr  

uuss  



 

 

BBEESSTT  FFaaccttss  

• 11999933    began as a single event 

for high schools in Grayson

County, Texas  

• 11999988    non-profit established

• 22001122    46 community-based 

sites in 19 states 

• 22001122    Over 4000 volunteers,

850-plus schools, and 12,5

plus students 

Teams also compete in  

• oral presentations 

• technical writing 

• educational exhibit design

• CAD design 

• website design 

• video production 

• spirit and sportsmanship

… and more 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

          

event 

for high schools in Grayson 

profit established 

based 

Over 4000 volunteers,  

and 12,500-

educational exhibit design 

irit and sportsmanship 

 

     

““TThhee  ssttuuddeennttss,,  ppaar

mmeennttoorrss,,  ccoommmmuunn

hhaavvee  bbeeccoommee  nnoott  

dduurriinngg  tthhee  4422  ddaayyss

rreemmaaiinn  aa  tteeaamm  tthhrr

yyeeaarr..””    
                                        ~  Science Teacher, Mobile, AL

arreennttss,,  

nniittyy,,  aanndd  II  

  oonnllyy  aa  tteeaamm  

ss  ooff  BBEESSTT,,  bbuutt  

rroouugghhoouutt  tthhee  

~  Science Teacher, Mobile, AL 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TThhee  EEnnggiinneeeerriinngg  DDeessiiggnn
 

TThhee  ffuunnddaammeennttaall  pprroobblleemm--ssoo

BBEESSTT  tteeaacchheerrss  aanndd  mmeennttoorrss  uu

gguuiiddee  tthhee  ssttuuddeennttss  tthhrroouugghh  tt

aanndd--ccoonnssttrruuccttiioonn  pphhaassee  ooff  tthh

ccoommppeettiittiioonn..  

  

Engineers and other 

technical professionals 

serve a vital role as team 

mentors, shepherding the 

team through the design 

and construction phase. 

BByy  wwoorrkkiinngg  ssiiddee--bbyy--ssi

wwiitthh  aann  eennggiinneeeerr  ffrroomm

llooccaall  iinndduussttrryy,,  ssttuuddeenn

lleeaarrnn  wwhhaatt  eennggiinneeeerrss

eennggiinneeeerriinngg  iiss  

““ddeemmyyssttiiffiieedd..””  

BBEESSTT  iiss  lleessss  aabboouutt  bbuuiillddiinngg

ttoo  aannaallyyzzee  aanndd  ssoollvvee  pprroobb

nneeeeddss  iinn  iittss  ffuuttuurree  wwoorrkkffoo

lleeaaddeerrss..  

nn  PPrroocceessss  

oollvviinngg  ttooooll  

uussee  ttoo  hheellpp  

tthhee  ddeessiiggnn--

hhee  

technical professionals 

serve a vital role as team 

mentors, shepherding the 

team through the design 

and construction phase. 

siiddee  

mm  aa  

nnttss  

ss  ddoo——

gg  rroobboottss  aanndd  mmoorree  aabboouutt  tteeaacchhiinngg  ss

bblleemmss..  WWhhaatt  BBEESSTT  ssttuuddeennttss  lleeaarrnn  iiss  

oorrccee  aanndd  wwhhaatt  ccoommmmuunniittiieess  nneeeedd  iinn

ssttuuddeennttss  hhooww  

 wwhhaatt  iinndduussttrryy  

n  tthheeiirr  ffuuttuurree  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FFoorr  mmoorree  iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn  aabboouutt  BBE

  

        MMss..  JJaannnnee  AAcckkeerrmm

        EExxeeccuuttiivvee  DDiirreeccttoorr

BBEESSTT  RRoobboottiiccss,,  IInncc

jjaannnnee..aacckkeerrmmaann@@

((446699..441166..88006611)) 

See BEST in A

www.bestinc.org/b_best_reason.php

“The BEST Reas
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BEESSTT,,  ccoonnttaacctt::  

mmaann  

rr  ((iinntteerriimm))  

cc..  

@@bbeessttiinncc..oorrgg  

See BEST in Action! 
 

www.bestinc.org/b_best_reason.php 

“The BEST Reason” video 


